TOT DIAH7 OF JNAJSTDA RANQA PILLAI

region where ho would be governed by men
of his own race and language. Ignorance
merely made tho French easier task-masters,
for they were the easier to deceive ; and their
other vices wore to bo found in plenty at tho
purely Indian courts. Ranga Pillai preferred
to remain where he was. Besides, so deep an
impression had been made on tho Indian mind
by the success of Dupleix that it seemed im-
possible that the tide of French luck had
really turned. Their reverses were long rock-
onod merely as the efflux of a wave. The
ground lost would surely bo recovered by the
next.

But the clearest figure of tho Diary is that
neither of French leader nor of French sub-
ordinate, but of Eanga Pillai himself, both
when robed in gown and turban, and girt
with sword and dagger, he passes in his
palankin through tho Fort Gate to pay his res-
pects and report the city news to the Gover-
nor of the day, and when, his ceremonious
garments cast aside, he sits at ease in his hall,
giving audience and advi.ce to his friends and
followers. I suppose the first characteristic
that strikes the European reader is the meti-
culous attention which he pays to omens, and
his perpetual anxiety to make sure that his
personal activities shall not run counter to the
cosmic influences of the stars. So long as